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GMAC 
Financing up 

to 60 Months! 

BARGAIN BARGAIN 

lUSED CARSI 
R R 

OURPRtCE... 

G M PROGRAM C A R S . . . 
2-1990 Geo Prizms ^8,888 ̂ 9?l§$ 
1990 Geo Metro Auto, air, FM! *6,995 
1990 Chevy Corsica LT 7,995 
1990PidiJMaJsSL™.™™i1JA95 

1987 Suburban 1/2 Ton Slick UnK! Ml,595 
1986 Cadiliac Fleetwood Brougham Local Car!.. »7,995 
1985 Chevy 1/2-Ton Pickup a^m...! *5,595 
1984 Chevy Silverado 1/2 Ton Pickup Extra Nice!.. M,995 
1983 Olds Delta 88 Real Nk̂ e Unit! *3,995 
1981 Ford LTD 4-Door, Low Mileage, Clean! »2,195 

Se Habia 
Espanol 

^ A/VttWCA 5 VWNf^NG 
ICHEVROLETi 

'Service Department Open On Saturdays' 

sH^H^ 

LAKE MOTORS, INC. 
• Chevrolet •̂  Geo • Oldsmobile • Cadillac 

323 S. McCarty Eagle Lake 409-234-2513 

Bre imon, Escobedo wri te f rom Saudi 
Mrs. Sanders and her fifth grade 

class at the Eagle Lake Nfiddle School 
have been receiving lots of letters 
from our men in the Middle East The 

^class had made Christmas cards and 
wreadis for each men. We try to mn as 
many letters as we can to let you iaiow 
just how much our letters aind caring 

woixb mean to diem. 
SPC Norman Breimon sent a 

Christmas card and a picture to the 
ELMS fifdi graders. He tells Mrs. 
Sanders how surprised he was widi all 
the letters he has received since his 
address qipeared in The Headlight 
He couldn't express how much it 

means to him to know people tnily 
care about all the guys in Saudi 

MM3 Arnold Escobedo also wrote 
a letter and seitt a post card of the ship 
he's on, die U.S.S. John F. Kennedy 
(CV-67). He sent his many dianks to 
Mrs. Sanders and her class for dieir 
dioughtfiilness. 

One arrested on drug charges 
Sunday, Jan. 13, Colorado County 

Sheriffs Deputy Leonard Peters and 
Deputy Steve Scott were patrolling 
Old Altair Road when they observed a 
vehicle parked at an angle easdwund 
on the wrong side of the road, blocking 
the westbound traffic lane in front of 
the yellow building known as "Dee". 
A black male subject was standing on 
the passenger side of the vehicle with 

his head in die open front passenger 
window. 

The Sheriffs office had received 
numerous tips that "Dee" was one of 
the many places were crack cocaine is 
being sold. The subject seen at diis 
location is a known drug offender 
having been released on bond less 
than a month ago for a drug possession 
charge. 

Commissioners 

The subject gave the deputies per­
mission to search him and he began 
emptying the contents of his pockets 
onto the hood of die vehicle. One of 
die deputies notKed an object in die 
subject's coat pocket The subject 
stated that it was only his "chap-stick" 

(See Drug arrest, Page 11) 

Continued from Page 1 

$75,211 and $81,750 respectively. 
Morrison was awarded die bid for 
bodi trucks widi a reservauon on die 
trade-in of Precinct 4's used truck. 
Commissioner "Sonny" Spanihel 
asked diat he be allowed to contact 
officials widi die City of Eagle Lake to 
fuid out if diey wanted to purchase i t 

The only bid submitted for die six 
different herbicides and surfactants 
the county uses was from Wilbur-El­
lis, Tide Division of Eagle Lake, was 
accepted by Commissioners. 

Another lone bid submitted was 
for die purchase of the alley located 
between Highway 90 and Colorado 
Street (west end of block 27 in Glid-
den) froi#Gary Kulhanek in die 
amount of $50. Commissioner Otto 
Loessin said the alley was adjacent to 
Mr. Kulhanek's land and saw no rea­
son not to accept diis bid. He so moved 
and die court concurred. 

Kalina Construction, Inc. of 

Council 

Schulenburg was awarded die bid for 
construction of a new county bam for 
Precinct 2. Vfmr bid of $26,356 came 
in $241.5€Kower dian Byrd Construc­
tion of Grapeland. Odier bids were 
received from Drymalla Construction 
of Columbus, $29,977, and A. Groh-
mann & Sons of Weimar, $28,400. 

Chief Appraiser Bill Youens pre­
sented a report to die court on tax 
coUections over die past 5 years. Sur­
prisingly, die overall combined per­
centage of collection for all taxing 
entities was 101.84% during die pe­
riod from 1984 dirough 1988. The 
City of Eagle Lake had die k>west 
current collection rate of 92.47% widi 
Weimar I.S.D. having die highest at 
97.02%. When delinquent taxes, pen­
alty and interest are added in for diis 
time period. Eagle Lake collected 
104.29% of its taxes. The highest 
percentage was collected by die Gar­
wood Water District widi 108.13%. 

Continued from Page 1 

item was referred to die personnel 
committee for recommendation. 
Also, no action was taken on the re­
view of Chief of Police Lup6 Villar-
reaL 

In her administrative report. Act­
ing City Manager Lucille Perry ad-
voed council that the engineering 
contract for the airport grant work had 
been submitted to the Attorney 
General' s office for approval. B ids are 
expected to be let in May widi con-
strtiction to begin as early as June or 
July. 

In otfier business, council: 
•Set April 1 St as the review date lo 

possibly convert Mr. Ben Rios' utili­
ties from commercial lo residential. 
The history of die account will be 
reviewed at diat time as is city policy. 

•Heard from Mr. Rios concerning 
die dangerous condition of die White 
House Cafe buikiing. Mr. Rios was 
informed by Mayor Roy Van Nort dut 
a complaim hjd been fded widi dr 
office of City Judge Mary Lou Szy-
manski and die city was waiting for 
action by die judge. 

•Received pn^xisals for adminis­
trative consultant servk:e9 and engi-
aeerii^ aervioes on the wastewater 
system improvements. Administra­
tive service proposab were received 
ftom ran F. Glendeflfa^ and Associ-

Inc„ DtUu and Bruce J. 
Safar Land. 

Engineering service proposals were 
received from John D. Mercer and 
Associates, Inc., Edna; James 
Suchma, P.E., Richmond and Clay 
and Leyendecker, Inc., Katy. Mayor 
Van Nort requested die equipment 
committee meet widi Lucille Perry to 
review die proposals and make a rec­
ommendation at die next meeting at 
which time contract negotiations will 
be audiorized. 

•Passed die 911 interlocal agree­
ment widiout latest revisions since 
diey had not been received. 

•Voted to participate in die Coop­
erative Purchasing Program widi H-
GAC. 

•Set die 1991 salaries for mayor at 
$22.50 per meeting and council at $ 15 
per meeting. These are the same 
amounts as were paid in 1990. 

•Continued the policy of not al­
lowing any city department to endorse 
soliciution. L.A.W. PublKation had 

the police iSepMUoan'i, 
endorsement of the solicitation within 
die community. 

•Were informed by Acting City 
MMager Perry that die new dumps ters 
would be delivered Jan. 16di by TMI 
Equipment Perry also stMed die city 
was attempting to find a used tnick for 
hauling shidge and woaid possibly 
porchaae tbt one Colorado County 
Pieciact 4 h ia the process of replac-

Youens credited die computer 
system now in use for the high per­
centages stating, "If someone owed 
taxes five years back, under die old 
hand system diey might not get a bill. 
But die computer doesn't forget" 

In other business, Commissioners: 
•Approved die bonds of newly 

elected officials and die applications 
from die county clerk, district cleric, 
sheriff and Ux assessor-collector for 
appointment of deputies. 

•Approved die order to fix die 
number and salaries of office deputies 
and employees, and expense allow­
ances for die sheriffs office, county 
agents, state county nurse, die four 
commissioners, county judge, tax 
assessor-collector, county clerk, 
county auditor, justices of the peace, 
county septic system inspector and 
constables for mileage while using 
personal automobiles in county and 
out of county while performing 
county duties. 

•Ratified a collection contract 
widi die Colorado County Central 
Appraisal District as well as a 12-
mondi lease for diat agency. 

•Appointed County Judge 
"Butch" Strunk as dieir representative 
to die board of directors of die Gulf 
Coast Economic Development Dis­
trict 

•Appointed Lisa Hoffman of 
Nada, Michael Rucka of Eagle Lake 
and William Mark Wied of Garwood 
to the Grievance Committee widi 
Leah King of Alleyton, Charles Axel 
of Aluir and Eugene Thomas of Co­
lumbus as alternates. ~" 

•Approved die transfer of indigent 
healdi care to die county treasurer's 
office effective April 1st This move 
was made, according to Strunk, in 
order to equalize duties with pay re­
ceived. 

•Set die pay for grand jurors and 
petit jurors at $12 to show and $20 to 
serve. 

•Approved die division of tax 
money between the precincts using 
RMd mileage ID esiablbh a formula 
after each precinct received a $50,000 
base. 

•Elected Commissioner Otto 
Loessin as county judge pro-iem. 

•Audiorized die araiual budget 
expenditures tt> liivaries, fire depart­
ments. National Guard, Historical 
Survey Commission, Colorado 
County Soil md Water Conservation 
District, seiHor citizens and Mental 
Heakh-Mental Retardation. 

tram the Saudi Desert 
SPC Norman Breimon sent the class the picture above saying it was "a helicopter landing at a helipad where 
crewmen come into Squadrom Headquarters to speak to the Colonel." 

-? > • 

Almost disaster number two for the county 
The tornado that hit Columbus 
Monday was not the only scare 

Colorado County had to endure. 
On Friday, Jan. 11, a flash flood 

warning was in effect for the 
entire county. The Colorado River 

was predicl^ to crest at 35 feet 
which would have caused flooding 

for several parts of Colorado 
County. Residents close to the 

river took precautions and 
prepared for the high waters. 

Fortunately, the river never 
reached its predicted height It 

was measured at only 30.1 feet ui 
Columbus. 

Photo by Tonya Castro 

Sportsman's 
' Restaurant 

A l l V o . . r - a n K ^ « . . « V > t < . 

5:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

Every THURSDAY MEXICAN FOOD 
Eveiy FRIDAY 5EAF0OD 
Every SATURDAY.... COUNTRY COOKIN' 

Free Desserts 

201 Boothe Dr. 
Eagle Lake 

409-234-3071 

Sunday 
Buffet 

Served 
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

KNOW YOUR MERCHANTS 
AND BUSINESSES 

Put your business in the spotlight.#or 
advertising Information call 409-234-5521. 

/!". Two Week Delivery 
WEDDING 

INVITATIONS 
and accessories 

12a N. McCarty • Eagle Lake 
• 234-3360 

M&M Western 
Store 

^ / ^ MOSS 
k\r Conditioning & Refrigeration 

Sales & Service 
•Air CooditioDers 
•RefriMrators 
•Ice Machines 
•Furnaces 

409-234-2793 
Benny Moss 

200 W. Center • Eagle Lake 

•Walk-In Coolers 
•Freezen 
•Ice Storage Boxes 
•Water Heattn 

TACLB0OM16 

% 
Licensed 

The right decision,"' 

^ YORK® Insured] 

'Rtti&lulft Ameriaiu Haa 
•'Hanes' Socks, T-shirts, Shorts 
•'Acme' Boots, 'NOCODI' Boots 
•Wran^r Outerwear Jeans, Shim 

Jacicets for Youth aod Adult 

| 2 1 7 E . M a i n Eaglelake 

234-3986 

This Space 

I 

Call 234-5521 for 
more information. 

Salute to Rice FFA, 
1991 Show & Sale 

See Pages 6 & 7 

January 24,1991 
(USPS 163-760) 

VOIUITM87,NO.43 
EagI* Pubithing, Inc. 

P.O. Box 67 -220 E. Main St. 
Eagle Lak«. Texas 77434-0067 

409-2346521 

35* PER COPY 
Last week Columbus... 

Tornado hits Eagle Lake area Friday 

He stole the show 
Anyone who has attended a show and sale involving hogs knows there 

is no way to control them, especially when it comes time for pictures. 
Lonnie Hutchison's reserve champion hog was the exception Saturday. 

After squeeling, grunting and being obstinate the entire time bids were 
bemg taken, no one even tried to get him to pose for the picture session. As 
everyone lined up for the photo, ignoring the position of the hog, be 
nonchalantly walked to the front and stood as still as a statue during three 
shots. Apparently Lonnie raised a real "ham". (See Pages 6 and 7 for more 
photos and com plete results.) Headlight Photo by Jeannine Fearing 

As if it weren't enough to handle 
with the freezing weather, all the rain 
causihg a threat of fkxxling and the 
tornado in Columbus last Monday, 
Eagle Lake was threatened widi a 
disaster Friday nnoming less than four 
days after the devastation in Colum­
bus. 

According to law enfncement 
reports the damage ran from Rock 
Island lo Highway 90-A West through 
Eagle Lake over to Calhoun Road and 
the ChesterviUe area. 

A bam in the Rock Island area near 
the Smith Ranch was damaged. The 
storm left a portion of the bam roof on 
County Road 106 north of Rock Is­
land. This debris was cleared by 
Commissioner Otto Loessin's crew. 

As the tornado continued eastward 
it inflicted minor damage to Rusty 
Thomas' trailer house and satellite 
dish on 90-A west of Eagle Lake. 
Passing through the city it damaged 
two homes. One on Pairview k)st thie 
back section of the roof and another on 

(See Tornado, Page 12) 

.•U ̂  ̂ A'~ JtT.l'^tl''---'-' — 

Lost roof 
This house in the 600 block of Fairview In Eagle Lake lost the entire back section of roof dariog Friday's 

tornado. One piece of that roof can be seen in the tree pictured below. 
Juanita Gonzales and her four children were living fai the house and have since been moved by the Red Cross 

to a rent house on Semprez. Their move was handled by Connie Langc and Mary Lou Siymanski and 
accomplbhed that same day. Good work ladies! E<^U Lake HeadUght Photos by Lmda WadtkU 

Rice FFA Show, Sale nets $30,000+ 
It stopped raining this weekend 

long enough for the Rk̂ e FFA Chapter 
to hold their annual show and sale in 
the sunshine even though the wind 
was still on the chilly side. Sales and 
donations totalled $30,454.17 as of 
press time. , -

Louis Mahalitc's 1220 pound 
steer was chosen Grand Champion by 
show judge Kevin Parker of Baytown 
Stewart Career Center. Reserve 
Champion went to Clay Cemy's 934 
pound steer with Clay also winning 
the designation of top steer showman. 

Darian Barrow's 221 pound hog 
was named Grand Champion hog 

while Lonnie Hutchison's 292 pound 
entry won Reserve Champion. Lonnie 
was also named top hog showman. 

Resale buyer for the steers was 
Eddy Packing Coinpany of Yoakum 
again this year bidding 80^ per pound 
•ndEast Bernard Meat Center bid 500 
per pound on resale hogs. 

After the show which began at 
8:30 a.m., a bart)ecue lunch catered by 
Staff Catering of El Campo was 
served. Almost everything was gwie 
before the noon sale start time witfi 
one gentieman who was assisting 
commenting that over 150 plates had 
been sold. 

FFA President Rachel Weishuhn 
opened the sale shortly after noon with 
a thank you to everyone who helped 
with the event and aU in attendance. 
After the invocation auctkxieer Glen 
Beckendorf of Katy relieved any ten-
sk>n in the audience with an anecdote, 
then began die sale of 40 steers and 
hogs with help from spotters TJ. 

Smitfi, George Hagan, Lonnie Owers 
and Melvin Sunderman. 

Again this year, Eagle Lake, 
Chamber of Commerce donated all 
trophies, ribbons and banners. Vicki 
Powers, president, represented the 
Chamber and presented the awards. 

Turn to pages 6 and 7 for com­
plete sale results and pktures. 

Prairie Edge Museum 
sponsoring 'Alligator Fund' 

Museum tmstee Mary Baker de­
signed and manufactured a decorative 
badge (pictured below, left) to be dis­
tributed to contributers. Anyone not 
contacted directly is asked to send a 
donation to the First National Bank of 
Eagle Lake or to contact Helen Craig 
or Vic Scott. Make checks payable to 
"Alligator Fund". Any size (k)nation 
is welcome and needed. School chil­
dren are especially encouraged to give 
through dieir homeroom (eacheis. 

[ NEWSBRIEFS 
Emergency Disaster Fund 
set up for tornado victims 

After last Monday's tornado in Columbus, several families who were left 
homeless are in urgent need of clothing, food and househokl goods. Some of 
the items needed are towels, bedding, pans, dishes, furniture and clothing. 

An Emergency Disaster Fund for cash donations has been set up at the First 
National Bank of E^le Lake. Drop points for other contributions have been set 
up in various locations diroughout die county. For fudher information and/or 
a list of drop points, you may contact die Columbus Chamber of Commerce, 
732-5881; McDonalds ResUurant, Columbus office, 732-6213 or Connie 
Lange, Colorado County American Red Cross Chairman, 234-7302 or 234-
3757. Your contributions will be greatly appreciated. 

Urfited Way Board meeting 
The United Way of Eagle Lake Board of Directors will hold dieir first semi­

annual meeting for 1991 on Tuesday, January 29,1991 at7p.m. atSportsman's 
ResuuranL Directors, please plan to come. 

Fort Bend Singles sponsor dance 
The Fort Bend Singles will sponsor a dance diis Friday, January 25,8 p.m 

at Uie KC Hall in Needville. Music will be provided by the "Country Cousins". 
The public is invited and door prizes will be given. For more informabon, call 
232-4782,232-4454 or 409-793-6176. 

Rotary Pancake Supper Feb. 2 
Tickets are now on sale for Eagle Lake Rotary Club's annual Pancake . . . . ^ a 

Su;jty1>*!̂ r"" "^ ̂ "^' ""̂^ "* * *" ̂ "" "̂  No more collection service 

The Prairie Edge Museum is be­
ginning a drive to raise money to pay 
for the taxidermy on the state-record 
alligator caught in Eagle Lake in Sep-
t e n ^ . Owners of die alligator, Jim 
Wiese, Davis WaddeU and DR. Win-
termann have donated die 13 foot, 8 
inch 'gaKX' to die museum where it 
will be on display diis sixing. 

Helen Craig and Vk Scott, Mu­
seum trustees are organizing die drive 
for funds. Through school assemblies 
and solicitations of kx:al citizens, it is 
hoped diat enough money can be 
raised to cover die cost of preparing 
die alligator for showing at thie mu­
seum. The 'gator is e x p e ^ to attract 
additional favorable attention to Eagle 
Lake during die up-coming Wild-
flower Festival. 

.r 

Eagle Lake Police 
apprehend 
homicide suspect 

QuKk action by SgL Eari Jones 
and Chief Lupe ViDaneal resulted in 
die apprehenskm of a homicide sus­
pect early Tuesday morning (Jai. 22). 
Jones received a phone call from 
Houston PD advising that diey had 
reason to believe diat a suspect had 
fled Houston and come to Ea^le Lake 
on Monday night The officers imme­
diately went to die location given 

(See Police Report, Page 12) 

Sales tax revenues 
continue to climb 

This mondt's local sales tax re­
bates are positive proof that our Texas 
economy is steadily improving," 
Comptroller John Sharp said recemly. 

Sharp announced his office sent 
checks diis mondi totaling $91 million 
to cities and counties across Texas 
which collect local sales taxes. This 
mondi's rebates to cities increased 
15% over die January 1990 figures. 

Eagle Lake's ctieck was in die 
amount of $8,981.20 (0.06% higher 
dian die $8,974.25 received last year 
at diis time). Columbus' rebate totaled 
$23.20183 (a 3.35% increase) while 
Weimar's collections fell by 14.58% 
to $5,063.25. 

Cities in die surrounding area 
came in widi mixed results. Sealy'g 
check was a whopping 60.05% higher 
dun last year. (This type ofincrease is 
usually doe to a la i^ sale of some 

type.) Wallis showed a marked de­
crease dropping from $2,549.80 to 
$2,072.15 (down 18.73%). 

"A good portion of diat increase is 
due to Texas' stronger economy, but 
some of die rise is because more diies 
collect sales tax diis year dun did last 
year. A few odier cities have alio 
increased their kical tax rates whkh 
makes for higher rebate diecki," 
Sharp said. 

This mondi's payments to dtiea 
totaled $81 millioa widi Houston re­
ceiving $13 million, die state's largot 
payment Dallas received $8 miUion 
to come in second folknved by Saa 
Antonio wtdi $4 millioa and Aiutit 
widi $3 million. 

The January rebate checks reflect 
taxes collected on November s$k§^ 
and reported m late December hf 
businesses filing nxindily retuno. 

The delicious hotcakes, sausage and trimmings will be served from 5:00 to 
7:00 p.m. in die Center or plates will be availabk to go in a curb servk^ line 
at die rear of the Center. Tickets may be piurchased from any Rotarian or at die 
door on Febmary 12di.Cost of tickets will be $3.00. Proceeds will go to die 
club's scholarship fund which annually provides a Rice High School graduate 
with a two-year scholarship to Wharton County Junior College. Entertainment 
will be provided by kxal musicians diroughout die serving hour. 

Western art projects on display 

in Eagle Lake for SW Bell 

Rice GSD stwieim have been bu-̂ y wmkiiig ui art prujetts foi the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo School Art Exhibition to be judged on die 26di. 
There will be an open house for die publk to view die pictures before diey are 
judged The times will be from 10.00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and again from 3:30 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 26 in die Rice High School Commons. 

Hospital to sponsor Health Fair 
The Eagle Lake Community Hospital will sponsor a Healdi Fair in 

conjunction widi die community bkxxl drive Wednesday, February 6 from 12 
noon to 9 p.m. at die City Municipal Building. A complete story will foUow 
in die next edition of The HeadUght. 

By Jeannine Fearing 
Western Auto is no longer con­

tracting widi Soudiwestem Bell to 
collect telephone bill payments. 
Audrey Fbssier, public relations rep­
resentative for our area, late last week 
informed Acting-City Manager Lu-;ing-City 

tMdU ciue Perry diat Bell does not intend to 
contract widi anyone, dierefore, all 
payments would have to be made by 
mail. 

What Bell would like is for some­
one in die area widi an IBM PC to 
volunteer to do die work of entering 
die payments into dieir program 
(which diey wouki graciously sup­
ply). They do oQi plan to pay (con­
tract) widi anyone to do die work. The 
company is trying to phase out diese 

agents (apparendy anodier "cost cut­
ting" move). 

ConflKting information was re­
ceived by Ms. Perry w*ile she was 
attempting to research die problem. 
BeU's controller loW her Western 
Auto had been taking in an avvaae of 
275perniontfiand being paid I 
payaient collected. Perry said Glen 
LocUier had told her he took in 882 
payments in December earning $325. 

During her research of Soudnvest-
em Bell's franchise agreernent widi 
die city (originally written in 1948X 
Perry found diere wainopfovisna in 
die document Also, diis move to drop 
die collection poim in Eagk Lake 

(Sec Southwestera B d , Pkfe 12) 
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